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An Invitation to the Word F Ol

|
| We love God’s Word, but wanting to live in it isn’t the same as knowing how to read it well.
| The Bible is a living document with real authors, history, and one great unified story centered on Jesus.

The Fortune-Cookie Approach (Isolated Reading) The Living Document (Unified Story)
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instruction, so that through the perseverance and the encouragement

'—"]L ‘l“ “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our : /
E of the Scriptures we might have hope.” — Romans 15:4 (LSB) 4
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The Authority

The meaning of Scripture

belongs to its Author. Our

task is to receive it e i " The Purpose
faithfully, not create it. | | b s 1 The Contextual

Guardrail doesn't make
Bible study harder; it
makes it come alive. It
protects us from
applying private
interpretations and

'.._ ""'i-‘...‘-.."-..__-* £ A
-':"n.’!-:ﬁf‘? = g

e ===} i
T,

Literal Guardrail

(Genre/Language) < 7 || |\ N A helps us step into the

joyful meaning God
intended.

The Warning W7 <0 e = \ I >_A
“Know this first of all, NV A~ R gt — Contextual Guardrail

that no prophecy of |9 2 s ‘ (Setting/Story)
Scripture comes by one's o ) T ", g _
own interpretation.”

(2 Peter 1:20, LSB)




The House of Context

The Literary Layer Zi= N
The Surrounding Text and Genre [ 27 | = 1SS\
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The Big Story

| The Theological-Canonical Layer IlL |
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A verse read in only one layer is like a still photograph. Context turns it into a motion picture. |
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family—the verses and chapters around it.
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The Literary Layer
rounding Text and Genre)

The Literary Layer

A word’s meaning isn't determined by a
dictionary alone; it is shaped by its closest
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S Practice Case 1A: Not a Blank Check =

"Delight yourself in Yahweh; And He will give you the | -
desires of your heart." — Psalm 37:4 (LSB) |
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Pay to the
Order of

Transforming Heart

Signature . =
b \ Desiring
| il more of God
Himself

Formula: Delight = God gives me my wish list.

\IL_{E\ By recognizing the genre (Hebrew poetry), we scliils C[1-13 s Talo B [ [ CRETR 111 (o] g=lo Relolglel=l 0] £
Z’““ } God is offering something far greater thElgReINI AWM (RIS S 5 CRER I (102124 5 [[01 L1
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Practice Case 1B: The Literary Sandwich'r:;_,

James 1:19 is often used as relationship advice, but the verses surrounding it frame it en
around God’s Word. It describes the posture required to receive Scripture when it confro
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Quick to hear: wl . '
Eager to learn -~ Slow to speak:
e Cod Slow to argue
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Slow to anger: Releasmg the prideful

resistance to changing our lives.
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Room Two: The Historical-Cultural Layer
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The Bible was written in times, /
places, and cultures vastly -

different from ours. To
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House of Context

correctly bring the truth g T
back to our modern lives, - —
we must first step into :q:r'%
their ancient world. '

| R The Ancient
/ S There and Then
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| Context does not diminish the

Word. It reveals how much
more is actually there.
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The Modern
Here and Now




Two Different Worlds of Commitment

Modern Contract Biblical Covenant
Foundation Suspicion (Self-Protection) Trust (Union and Blessing) S
Duration Limited Time Unlimited Time = '““““
Nature Exchange of Goods/Services Exchange of Life and Identity

Core Principle

“I'll do my part if you do yours.”

“ will be this to you,
and you to me.”
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N ' Covenants are not transactional. They are transformational.
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‘The Story

In an ancient “covenant cutting,’
both parties walked the
blood-stained aisle to say, “May |
& be cut off if | break this.”
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The Grace
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The Fulfillm-ent I

In Genesis 15, God walked the
aisle alone while Abram slept.
He unilaterally took on the curse
for our future failures.

This ancient promise was fulfilled
on the cross, where Jesus was
“cut off” to keep the covenant.

(Genesis 15:17-18; Philippians 2:5-8. LSB)
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The Big Story

Every passage in Scripture is one scene in a larger drama moving toward Jesus Christ.

Genesis Revelation

=

The Guiding Question: Where does this passage fit in God's unfolding story of redemption?
s it establishing a covenant, anticipating a fulfillment, or celebrating one that has already arrived?
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Practice Case 3: The Parapet Law

“When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof...” (Deuteronomy 22:8, LSB)

Ancient

Eternal Principle:

= iﬁﬁr Bloodguilt & Care mﬁ-_
_—=  God requires us to \1
, protect those in 5
( | 5 our care. i
! flm #, f i-'t : o ‘\ . _ _ C'E,r;eaf
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Mandate Heart Application

P e - The Big Story B N P N Pt

We don't build walls on modern pitched roofs, but the ethical weight remains. God always
intended for this external law to eventually become an internal instinct. He promised a
New Covenant where this care is written directly onto our hearts. (Jeremiah 31:31-33, LSB)
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Structure Meets Spirit

We are not meant to do this work alone. The guardrails provide the structure;

the Holy Spirit is the life that flows through them.

Literal

Guardrail

What kind of
writing is this?

Contextual

Guardrail

What world and
story is this?

Joyful /

Obedience |

The Holy Spirit
The Advocate & Teacher

i “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit... He will

teach you all things.” (John 14:25-26, LSB) p.
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The Posture of a Disciple

“Teach me Your way, O Yahweh; I will walk in Your truth;
Unite my heart to fear Your name.” — Psalm 86:11 (LSB)

Receiving
instruction with
an open mind.

Committing to
joyful obedience.

Asking for
an undivided,
devoted spirit. |
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ythm is the spiritual engine behind every guardrail.
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The Joy of Hearing
Him Clearly

God placed His Word in a specific literary
form, ancient world, and grand story so
we could know Him. His Word will never
return empty (lsaiah 55:10-11, LSB).

God wants to reveal Himself to you |8 ,L('_‘
more than you want to know Him.
Obedience is not a burden; ] ;
it is the path to joy and blessing. = &1
(James 1:22-25; Luke 11:28, LSB) _L | (A=
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mp Meditate and Obey. Study and Apply Hear and Do
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